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Log in or register

Email

1. Scan the QR code above to
register on the home page.

i First Last Name
ntry

L Email Address

ominee full name (person or team

lominee job title/department

5. Select category from
the drop down menu.

Security verification

Enter 6-digit code sent to
bridgetharness@live.co

Resend code

Continue [HeEhdE

2. Enter the verification code sent to
your email address (check your spam
folder if it doesn’t appear immediately).

6. Provide the name of the team or
person and company in ‘Entry name’.

Quick register

First Last Name

Email Address
bridgetharness@live.com

Country

Company

3. Fill out the registration form - enable
notifications so you don't miss any important
updates. Click ‘Complete Registration’.

s e Save + Next

7. Complete the remaining fields on the
nominee tab then click ‘Save + Next'.

Complete registration
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2 @ Important awards information v

<@ Start Entry

My entries

Current w

There are currently no entries, or none matching your search criteria.

4. Go to ‘Start Entry'.

Application Tab

8. Go to the Application tab and answer each
question thoroughly. Use the category
descriptions (found on the website and back
of this document) to help guide your answers.



PEOPLE
cdn awarps

Celebrating the people behind the design

9. Upload 4 images with descriptions to support
your application. High resolution jpg/png,
minimum size of 1920x1440px.

10. There is an option to upload a
supporting video; this must be an
mp4 file only and a max of 30s long.

Submit
Entry Button

l '

Preview Button

13. Click ‘preview’ to

14. Click 'save + close’ if you are not ready

review your entry. to submit - you can edit this unti the entry

deadline. Click ‘'submit entry’ if you would
like to complete the application.

2026 People Awards:

Nominee Photo Tab

11. Once everything is uploaded, 12. Go to ‘Nominee photo’ tab and upload a
click 'Save + Next'. high resolution photo of the person orteam

you are nominating. High resolution jpg/
png, minimum size of 1920x1440px.
If you are nominating a team this should be
a team image. This image will be publicised
if you are shortlisted.

All entries must be submitted by the deadline, 17 July 2026.

Click here to enter now!

If you have any questions about making an application please
contact the team at: peopleawards@cardesignnews.com
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2026 People Awards:

Most Sustainable Team Award

For teams that champion sustainability in real-world
automotive design and manufacturing. Entries should
showcase a rigorous approach to material selection,
demonstrate measurable sustainability impacts, and
highlight collaboration with multiple departments to
achieve corporate sustainability goals.

Unsung Hero Award

Honouring the individuals or teams who work quietly
behind the scenes to achieve outstanding results.
This award recognises those who lead by example
without seeking the spotlight.

Best Interior Design Team Award

Recognising teams that create class-leading production

car interiors by pushing boundaries in ergonomics, usability,

technology integration and circularity, all while maintaining
manufacturing feasibility.

Best Exterior Design Team Award

The teams that push exterior design forward by balancing
innovation, brand DNA, aerodynamics, and efficiency to
create bold, forward-thinking production vehicle designs.
Why is your exterior team the best in the game?

Best UX/Ul Team Award

The teams that create intuitive, user-friendly experiences
that strengthen the bond between car and user. From
seamless digital interfaces and ergonomic physical controls

to features that enhance accessibility and everyday usability,

teams will be rewarded for creativity but also pragmatism.

Best Lighting Design Team Award

For teams that use lighting in innovative ways to enhance
safety, user experience, brand identity and communication
with the world around the car. Judges will assess originality,
integration of technology, and how lighting contributes to a
distinct and recognisable brand.

Best Digital Modelling Team Award

Recognising teams that bring flat sketches to life in the
virtual space, using advanced digital tools, data analysis
and creative problem-solving. Entries must showcase
accurate 3D modeling, innovative use of technology, and
OEM-approved design execution.

Challenging the Industry Award

Recognising individuals or teams that disrupt industry norms
through innovative design, visionary thinking and leadership.
This award honours those who challenge conventions, drive
new standards in safety, efficiency and other key metrics, or
revolutionise working culture.

Undiscovered Talent Award

Celebrating a rising star in exterior, interior, UX/UI, CMF,

or materials design—whether an emerging professional or
a standout student. The recipient must showcase original
thought-provoking work, strong technical skills, and an ability
to design with storytelling and brand identity in mind.
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2026 People Awards:

Best Supplier Award

Recognising the collaboration between an OEM and
a supplier that resulted in design or technological
innovation. Entries should demonstrate strong
teamwork, a tangible product or technology outcome,
and ideally long-term impact beyond a single project.

Best Studio Engineering Team Award

For the team that bridges the design and engineering
departments to make challenging projects a reality. This
studio engineering team demonstrates how it has made
the difference between a good design and a great one,
advocating for design to push the boundaries of what is
possible. The team should outline how they have played
a pivotal role in the success of a project.

Al Explorer Award

For a designer that uses Al as a central tool in their workflow,
creating exciting new looks or accelerating processes that
are usually time-consuming. An inquisitive designer that
showcases how Al can optimise vehice design.

Beyond Automotive Design Award

Awarded to projects that redefine transportation design
by addressing urban planning, mobility-as-a-service
(MaaS), charging infrastructure, circularity, or broader
cultural challenges. Winning entries must demonstrate
a strong connection between vehicle design and
real-world impact.

Best CMF Team Award

Celebrating teams that craft a cohesive and sustainable
aesthetic through innovative materials, colours and finishes,
embedding CMF within the overall user experience.
Highlighted projects should unify exterior and interior styling
while balancing broader considerations for sustainability,
manufacturability and UX.

Best Clay Modelling Team Award

The teams that masterfully translate ideas into physical
models at speed and scale, demonstrating the continued
value of clay in combination with digital design. Ultimately
showing a commitment to the craft.

Best Visualisation Team Award

This award celebrates the specialists who turn automotive
ideas into powerful digital experiences. It recognises
excellence in renders, animation, VR and real-time content

that communicate design intent with clarity and impact. Judges

look for craft, innovation and collaboration that strengthen
decision-making and shape modern vehicle development.

Best Advanced Desigh Team Award

Recognising teams that create visionary concept cars that
challenge traditional aesthetics, functionality and technology.
Highlighted projects should explore new design philosophies
and experiences while offering a practical vision of the

future of mobility. But remember, this is about the team,

not the product.

Design Educator of the Year Award

Honouring a tutor or course leader who inspires future
designers through innovative thinking, mentorship, and
a track record of producing graduates who challenge
industry norms. Entrants can self nominate.



